
socialize with our col‐
leagues throughout 
the day provides an 
added benefit that is 
invaluable, as well as 
enjoyable. 

 

  As we welcome 
Spring, we remain 
hopeful for better days 
and continue to be 
steadfast in our com‐
mitment to our mem‐
bership. 

 

Best regards, 

 President 

  Hope Springs 
Eternal~ most espe‐
cially in these difficult 
times and with all the 
challenges we face. As 
municipal employees 
many of us have been 
asked to do more with 
less, challenging us to 
become more creative 
and more efficient. It 
can be a daunting task, 
but as public servants 
we are prepared to rise 
to the occasion; dis‐
playing dedication, 
perseverance and pro‐
fessionalism through‐
out these trying times.  

   

  Please know 
that NJAPZA contin‐
ues to support its 
membership. Our 
commitment to educa‐
tion and networking 

remains our first prior‐
ity. Ilene Cutroneo and 
the Education Com‐
mittee have been 
working diligently 
planning our June ses‐
sion where we will 
present the timely 
topic of  “Top 10 Tips 
to Make Yourself In‐
dispensable on the 
Jobʺ presented by 
Christina Bilinski from 
Rutgers University. In 
addition, Louis Rago, 
Esq. will present his 
annual Case Law up‐
date to keep us current 
and educated on re‐
cent and relevant mat‐
ters.  The afternoon 
breakout sessions will 
allow you to select the 
education best suited 
to your needs and in‐
terests. The opportu‐
nity to network and 
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Certification credits will 
be issued to all certified 
Board Secretaries, Land 
Use Administrators and 
Zoning Officials for your 
attendance.  You will re‐
ceive a packet with more 
details as the date nears. 

 

This year’s Convention 
Committee consists of 
Dawn Wolfe and Kali 
Tsimboukis as Co‐Chairs, 
Dawn  Hernandez, Adele 
Lewis, Rosalind Miller, 
and Debra Rogers.  Plans 

The NJAPZA Annual 
Luncheon Meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, 
November 17, 2010 in 
the Chelsea Ballroom of 
Trump Plaza in Atlantic 
City.  As in the past, 
registration will begin at 
11:30 A.M. and the 
luncheon will begin at 
12:00 noon (sharp!).  
Our league session will 
immediately follow the 
luncheon.    

 

 

are underway for a deli‐
cious luncheon and in‐
formative league ses‐
sion.  We hope to see 
you there. 

BREAKING NEWS………….. 

ANNUAL  LUNCHEON MEETING ON NOVEMBER  17, 2010  
AT TRUMP PLAZA; CHELSEA BALLROOM 

ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL LUNCHEON MEETING……… 

The New Jersey Association of Plan-
ning & Zoning Administrators 
(NJAPZA) is pleased to announce that 
Jacquelyn Zelinka is the recipient 
of a 2010 Achievement in Planning 
Award.  The Achievement in Planning 
Awards are presented annually by the 
New Jersey Planning Officials (NJPO) 
at its awards dinner.  This year’s 
dinner will be held at the Woodbridge 
Hilton on Friday, April 23, 2010.  
Jackie Zelinka’s award category was 
in Noteworthy Achievement to Munici-
pal Planning & Land Use Education.  
In addition to the Planning & Zoning 
Administration  courses and seminars,

Jackie is instrumental in planning 
our Annual June session, which 
presents timely, useful and innova-
tive topics. This annual session 
draws land use professionals from 
across the state and has become one 
of our most successful joint ventures 
with Rutgers. This is due, in large 
part, to Jackie’s diligence with cur-
ricula development.   

Additionally, she oversees and as-
sists our membership with the certi-
fication process and continuing 
education credits. 

The aforementioned is in addition 
to Jackie’s diversified responsi-
bilities with numerous organiza-
tions related to land use and 
zoning. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

JACKIE,  

ON THIS WELL-
DESERVED HONOR! 



Current Issues in Planning and Zoning 

East Windsor Holiday Inn 

Please save the date!    June 11, 2010.   

 

We are pleased to announce that we are return-
ing to the East Windsor Holiday Inn Conference 
Center for the 2010 session of Current Issues in 
Planning & Zoning.  The discussion topics cho-
sen for this year’s session, we hope, will pro-
vide you with new approaches to tackle unex-
pected challenges as a municipal official. 

 

The event is co-sponsored by NJAPZA and Rut-
gers University – Center for Government Ser-
vices.  Our morning will consist of keynote 
speaker Christina Bilinski, Manager of Training 
& Development for Rutgers University - pro-
viding Top Ten Tips to Make Yourself Indispen-
sable on the Job and Case Law Update pre-
sented by NJAPZA’s General Counsel, Lou 
Rago.  The afternoon breakout sessions will be a 
presentation by William J. Kearns, Jr., Esq.:  
Open Government = Open Records + Open 
Meetings; Kathe Newman, Assistant Professor, 
Bloustein School of Planning & Public Policy:  
Residential Foreclosures – What Can Munici-
palities Do?; Dom Elefante,IS Program Manager 
NJ Meadowlands Environmental Research Insti-
tute:  Zoning Enforcement Made Easier with 
GIS; Joseph Ruggeri, PE/CFM from NJDEP & 
Adam Slutsky, PE/CFM, NJ Association of 
Floodplain Managers:  Municipal Role in Flood 
Plain Management. 

All certificate holders in attendance earn 5 cred-
its towards the renewal of their Rutgers Certifi-
cates. The hour-long luncheon buffet affords 
attendees the opportunity to network and share 
information and relevant ideas.  

 

We look forward to seeing you on June 11th! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mentoring Program 
 

The primary mission of the NJAPZA is to edu-
cate, enhance and assist members.  In 2006, 
NJAPZA started its Mentoring Program which 
was made available to all newly certified 
Board Secretaries, Board Administrators and 
Zoning Officers offering the support needed 
to become competent and confident land use 
professionals.  During that time, we have been 
very fortunate to have within NJAPZA many 
competent and highly qualified individuals 
who were available to work within the pro-
gram.  As with everything, over the years our 
list of available mentors has decreased due to 
various reasons, and we are once again reach-
ing out to our membership in seeking certified 
members, willing to work to advance the de-
velopment of our new group of certificate 
holders.  You, the mentor, will offer guidance 
and be a valued resource as the new certificate 
holder faces the challenges of their position. 

 

Please remember that the benefits o mentor-
ing are not limited to the new certificate hold-
ers that you would be assisting.  As a mentor, 
you will experience professional growth as 
you reexamine your own practices to share 
expertise and perhaps approach your job from 
a new and improved advantage point. 

 

 Any member who is interested in being con-
sidered as a Mentor, please contact me via 
email at icutroneo@princeton-township.nj.us 
or by phone 609-924-5366. 

 

 

 EDUCATION/CERTIFICATION UPDATE  By Ilene Cutroneo, Education Chair  

“THE PRIMARY 
MISSION OF THE 
NJAPZA IS TO 

EDUCATE, 
ENHANCE AND 

ASSIST MEMBERS.” 
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The Education Committee 
is in the process of discuss‐
ing the scheduling a half 
day session sometime late 
September/early October 
of this year.  We will be 
looking to hold the session 
at a location in the north‐
ern part of the state.   

If you have any topics that 
you would like to see made 

available as a half day ses‐
sion, and/or if you have a 
location that we can use to 
accommodate a group of 
around 30 people, please 
contact me via email at: 

icutro‐
neo@princetontownship.nj
.us or by phone at 

 609‐924‐5366.   

Remember that half day 
programs are at no cost to 
all NJAPZA members in 
good standing. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Land Use Administrator Certificate 
• 30 hours of continuing education every 5 years 

• Up to 10 hours of credit may be sought for adminis-
trative topics* 

• At least 20 hours must be from land-use related 
classes, seminars or lectures 

 
*If you hold more than one type of certificate, administrative 
hours from a single continuing education session may be cred-
ited toward the renewal of each certificate up to the adminis-
trative limit for each type of certificate. 

 Board Secretary  1 hour 

 Land Use Administrator  2 hours 

 Zoning Official   2 hours 

 
• As a general note, request for CE credit approval 

cannot include material that is covered in the certi-
fication courses given by Rutgers. 

Please remember that YOU are responsible for tracking your CE 
credits and applying for the renewal of your Certificate 

As a reminder, the Continuing Education Requirements for: 

Planning Board/Zoning Board Secretary Certificate 

• 15 hours of continuing education every 5 years 

• Up to 5 hours of credit may be sought for administrative topics* 

• At least 10 hours must be from land-use related classes, seminars 
or lectures 

 

Zoning Official Certificate 

• 20 hours of continuing education every 5 years 

• Up to 6 hours of credit may be sought for administrative topics* 

• At least 14 hours must be from land-use related classes, seminars 
or lectures 

 

NJAPZA – Half Day Session:  Fall 2010 

League of Municipalities ~~ Continuing Education Credit 

cate holders additional oppor‐
tunities to accrue continuing 
education hours credit (CE’s).   
Rutgers will be sending a letter 
to all certificate holders as the 
conference draws nearer ad‐
vising of the programs and the 
NJAPZA representatives who 
will be attending them.  Once 
the League posts its sessions, if 
there are any sessions, you 
may be interested in attending, 

please let us know.  Remember 
we are always looking for ad‐
ditional NJAPZA representa‐
tives to attend these sessions, 
please contact me via email at 
icutroneo@princeton‐
township.nj.us or by phone 
609‐924‐5366  to be included 
on the list. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NJAPZA’s Annual Luncheon 
Program during the League is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 17, 2010 at Trump 
Plaza.  Keep checking our web‐
site ~ www.njapza.org ~~ for 
updates. 

  We will again pre‐
approve additional programs 
being offered at the League 
Conference to give our certifi‐

 Keep checking 
our website ~  

 

www.njapza.org 
~~ for updates. 
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TIME OF DECISION RULE - POSSIBLE CHANGES    by:  Louis Rago, Esquire 

“THIS BILL 
WOULD AMEND 

THE MUNICIPAL 
LAND USE LAW 
AND MODIFY A 
GENERAL RULE 

GOVERNING  
LAND USE 
DECISION-
MAKING.” 
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 As many of you have been made aware there is a Bill that has made its way 
through the State Legislature, and is now on the Governor’s desk,  known as Senate 
Bill S-82 and Assembly Bill A-437.  The current text of this Bill reads as follows: 

 

1. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, those develop-
ment regulations which are in effect on the date of submission of an ap-
plication for development shall govern the review of that application for 
development and any decision made with regard to that application for 
development.  Any provisions of an ordinance, except those necessary 
for the protection of health and public safety, that are adopted subse-
quent to the date of submission of an application for development, shall 
not be applicable to that application for development. 

 
2. This act shall take effect one year next following enactment.   
 
This Bill would amend the Municipal Land Use Law and modify a general 

rule governing  land use decision-making.  Under current law a planning board or 
zoning board of adjustment is required to apply the law in effect at the time it ren-
ders its decision rather than the law in effect when the application was initially pre-
sented to the municipality.  This has been referred to for years as the “time of deci-
sion rule”.  Thus, a municipal governing body can currently amend its zoning ordi-
nance after an application for development has been filed with the land use board, 
even in direct response to the application, and the land use board would decide the 
matter based upon that amended ordinance, with certain limited exceptions.   

 

Under this proposed Bill, a land use board would be required to render its 
decision on an application for development in accordance with the development 
regulations that are in effect on the date the application for development is submit-
ted to the municipality for filing.  The Municipal Land Use Law defines the term 
“development regulation” as a zoning ordinance, subdivision ordinance, site plan 
ordinance, official map ordinance or other municipal regulation of the use and de-
velopment of land.  The Bill also provides that any provision of an ordinance, ex-
cept those necessary for the protection of health and public safety, that are adopted 
after the date an application for development is submitted to the municipality, 
would not be applicable to that application for development. 

 

 Naturally, this Bill has both its supporters and opponents.  The State Legis-
lature has recognized that the application of the “time of decision rule” sometimes 
causes inequitable results, such as when an applicant has expended considerable 
amounts of money for professional . 



Charles Amorosso, Borough of Northvale 

Jeanann Bergamo, Old Bridge Township 

Morgan Blevins, Beachwood Borough 

Marianne Borthwick, Manchester Township 

William D. Boyle, South Bound Brook 

Rae L. Brand, Eatontown Borough 

David G. Brown II, City of Plainfield 

Donald Cain, Manchester Township 

Jolene Conner, Holmdel Township 

Darlene Garcia, Manchester Township 

Arlene Kazmark, Borough of Woodland Park 

Susan Kilcheski DeLuca 

Gail Malone, City of Ocean City 

Salvatore Marino, Borough of Lincoln Park 

Bonnie Richards, Township of Haddon 

Paul Renaud, Borough of Englewood Cliffs 

Maxine Rescorl, Aberdeen 

Caterina Scancarella, Borough of Englewood Cliffs 

Valerie Schreck, Rockaway Township 

Cynthia Shaw, Mountain Lakes  

William D. Watson, Merchantville 

Eric L.  Zanetti, Township of Berkeley 
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NEW 2010 NJAPZA MEMBERS! 



 

N.J.A.P.Z.A. 
Attn: Planning & Development Department 

One Old Bridge Plaza 
Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

Phone: 732-721-5600 extension 2355 
Fax: 732-607-7941 

E-mail: dmhernan@oldbridge.com 

NEWSLETTER  

N.J.A.P.Z.A 

W E’R E ON THE W EB:  
W WW. NJAPZA. ORG 

Editor:  Dawn Hernandez          dmhernan@oldbridge.com     (732)721‐5600 ext. 2365 

N.J.A.P.Z.A.  2010—ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PRESIDENT ADELE LEWIS  
 MAPLEWOOD TOWNSHIP  
 (973) 762-8120  
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT FRANK VUOSO  
  SOMERVILLE BOROUGH  
 (908) 725-2300, EXT 1962 
 
CORRESPONDING DEBRA L. ROGERS 
SECRETARY PRINCETON TOWNSHIP 
 (609)921-1359 
 
RECORDING MICHAEL PROIETTI  
SECRETARY   NORTH BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP  
  (732) 247-0922, Ext. 440 
 
TREASURER BONNIE IMPOSIMATO 

 HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP  

 (732) 946-2820, Ext.  1321  

 

N.J.A.P.Z.A.  2010-APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

EDUCATION ILENE CUTRONEO  
CHAIRMAN PRINCETON TOWNSHIP 
 (609) 924-5366  
 
REGIONAL  DEBRA ROGERS   
DIRECTOR PRINCETON TOWNSHIP 
COORDINATOR 609) 921-1359 
 
MEMBERSHIP DAWN HERNANDEZ  
COORDINATOR OLD BRIDGE TOWNSHIP  
 (732) 721-5600, Ext. 2365  
 
NEWSLETTER DAWN HERNANDEZ 
EDITOR OLD BRIDGE TOWNSHIP  
HISTORIAN (732) 721-5600, Ext. 2365  
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS KALI TSIMBOUKIS 
 CHATHAM TOWNSHIP 

 (973) 635-3204 
 

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY JACKIE ZELINKA 
EDUCATION (732) 932-3640 Ext. 625 
REPRESENTATIVE 
 
GENERAL COUNSEL LOUIS P. RAGO, ESQUIRE 
 
COUNSEL EMERITUS THOMAS COLLINS, ESQ. 

Should you like to add to or see anything 
in future issues of the newsletter please 
drop me an email with your suggestions 
and/or ideas.  We welcome any and all 
members who would like to help with 
the newsletter. 

Please email me at :  

dmhernan@oldbridge.com 
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